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We let students down when beginning 
our first pieces



Understanding 
The Problem:

Neglecting these 
areas results in 
poor student 
engagement



Music First 
Pedagogy

Teaching that prioritises 
expression and musical 

structure

● Kodaly-inspired 
methodologies in an 
ensemble context

● Using musical form 
language in rehearsal

● Using musical structures 
to teach expression

● All ensemble members 
learning all parts



Kodaly Methodology In The Ensemble

Rhythm and Solfa language

Independent note recognition

Created by Ivan Jeldres @its_an_eye_van

Efficient delivery of instruction

Connections in learning



Pre-loading Information



Handout 1 - Skip To My Lou | Flute Part



Case Study One | Skip To My Lou - Structure

Melody Harmony

Bass Embellishment



Arranging In Rehearsal



Case Study One | Skip To My Lou - Other Options

Countermelody Accompaniment

Chords Key Rhythms



Tadpoles
Randall Standridge

Application to Repertoire:

“Using this methodology, could I 
teach all the critical musical material 
before they ever saw the page?”

Have students think critically about 
the multiple parts that then go into 
a piece of ensemble music.

All students can play all parts of the 
piece



Case Study Two | Tadpoles, Randall Standridge



Case Study Two | Tadpoles, Randall Standridge



F♯E♮ C♯

What is ‘Fi’ for me?



Case Study Two | Tadpoles, Randall Standridge



Tadpoles | Score Examples



Tadpoles | Score Examples



Application In
Rehearsal

Like most things, a small 
amount of time, often is most 

effective

● Utilise call and response 
activities at the 
beginning

● Present information in 
multiple ways at multiple 
times

● Ask connecting questions
● Review, revise and build 

knowledge



Building 
Knowledge:

Focusing on these 
areas builds 
engagement in 
programs.



Free Gift!
Skip to My Lou Download

jarrodbutler.com/anboc2024



Here’s the good news -

- You can do this too!
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